
The Royal College of Chiropractors Ethics Review Service - Guidance for Applicants

Introduction

The RCC Ethics Committee provides independent review of the ethics of proposed studies in subjects relevant to chiropractic that are submitted for consideration by any College member. The purpose of the RCC Ethics Committee in reviewing chiropractic research is to contribute to safeguarding the dignity, rights, safety and wellbeing of actual or potential research participants. Ethical review is carried out prior to the commencement of the proposed research and, following a positive decision by the Ethics Committee, will be subject to periodic follow-up reviews until completion of the study.

Submitting an application

An application for review of the ethics of proposed research must be made by a College member who is responsible for the ethical and scientific conduct of the research. 

Submissions should be made electronically to admin@rcc-uk.org.
 
The following documentation must be submitted:

· A completed application form which must include:

· Details of the protocol of the proposed study

· A detailed description of the ethical considerations involved in the research that identifies potential ethical issues and describes how these will be managed. 

Where relevant, the following documents must also be submitted, as detailed in the application form:

· All data collection instruments

· Advertisement or other participant recruitment materials 

· Written or other forms of information for potential research participants (e.g. explanations of the purpose and nature of the study, what is entailed and statement of their right to withdraw from the study)

· Informed consent form


Further information for applicants

The Ethics Committee consider the following key principles when reviewing applications for ethical approval

1. Informed consent and non-coercion of subjects
2. Confidentiality and data protection
3. Utility and quality of research
4. Research that does not harm the participants
5. Respect for human dignity of participants

Further details regarding these principles are contained within the World Medical Association Helsinki Declaration1 and the Nuremburg Code2.
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